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Valuable also are the passages from Latin authors, 
intended to be memorized, since, next to much reading 
of Latin ore rotundo, no exercise is so profitable for 
acquiring an appreciation of the language as the 
memorizing of fine passages from its literature. 

The special interest of Dr. Chickering's book exists 
undoubtedly for teachers who employ the Direct 
Method, but for teachers who, with the writer, agree 
that even in the conventional method there is a 
place for oral Latin and that to-day there is a supreme 
need of new and better ways of teaching Latin it also 
holds suggestions. 

Jessie E. Allen. 

Philadei.fhia High School for Girls. 



The First Year of Greek. By James Turney Allen. 

New York: The Macmillan Company (1917). 

Pp. viii + 375. $1.30. 
In introducing College and University students to 
the study of Greek, James Turney Allen, Associate 
Professor of Greek in the University of California, 
has compiled a series of lessons which have been tried 
and revised for eight years past; and before publication 
the lessons were used by five different teachers both 
in Preparatory School and in College. 

Professor Allen assumes that for older students the 
first-year course "must be more compressed; the 
content of the first year richer". To make the content 
richer appears to be the major purpose, and Professor 
Allen has compiled a drill book which is an excellent 
Greek reader as well. The reading exercises, shorter 
and longer, are good in themselves and are a good 
introduction to Greek modes of thought. Specially 
adm'rable are the short maxims, mostly in verse, 
intended to be committed to memory, easy to remem- 
ber, and worth remembering ; and in committing them 
to memory the student will be learning a good deal 
about the Greek mind and the Greek language and 
will be laying up a goodly treasure of practical wisdom. 
Among the short selections are six copies of inscrip- 
tions, including one retrograde inscription; for capable 
teachers these will be texts for interesting talks. 
The longer pieces include, besides others, selections 
from Plato's Republic, Lysis, Protagoras, Apology, 
and Phaedrus (the prayer to Pan), Xenophon's Mem- 
orabilia, and Aesop's Fables. Merely to mention 
these shows how well Professor Allen has succeeded 
in giving the beginner 

the opportunity of reading in their original form choice 
portions of Greek literature — the finest flower and 
revealing of the Hellenic mind. 

Very welcome also are the selections from the New 
Testament and the Attic versions of Herodotus (the 
punishment of Harpagus and the story of Croesus), 
and, in a different way, the three propositions from the 
first book of Euclid's Elements; these last will remind 
the student of our debt to the Greeks in pure science, 



and they suggest some lively and valuable blackboard 
exercises. So interesting a first Greek book has not 
been seen since Salomon Reinach's Eulalie (reviewed 
by Professor Yeames in The Classical Weekly 
6.69-70). 

The book consists of two parts. Part I includes 
eighty lessons, additional selections for reading (the 
long Attic versions of Herodotus), and exercises, 
mostly in composition. The exercises, the author 
thinks, will provide abundant material for both oral 
and written work for teachers who desire to employ the' 
Direct Method. Part II consists of grammar and the 
vocabularies (a general Greek-English vocabulary, 
and a brief vocabulary of proper nouns and adjectives) . 
There is no English-Greek vocabulary, an omission 
that some will regret. A lesson usually consists of 
a quotation to be learned, references to the grammar, 
a vocabulary, and selections for reading, with notes; 
an exercise is assigned to be done with each lesson. 
There are a few misprints. 

The defect of the book, if there is one, is in the 
grammar. To some teachers, at least, Professor Allen's 
treatment of grammar, both inflection and syntax, 
will not seem sufficiently clear-cut and didactic. We 
need in a first book rules of the road, and it should be 
recognized that some conventions of teaching are 
very useful though not quite scientific. To illustrate: 
except for the qualifying remark, "stress plays a 
secondary r61e", Professor Allen explains the Greek 
accent as a musical or pitch accent; but students and 
teachers of Greek are generally agreed that the attempt 
to reproduce the musical or pitch accent would be 
inadequate at best and commonly atrocious — very 
pitchy and unmusical, in fact. An interesting foot- 
note has been brought up into the main text. We 
need not add this difficulty to others quite enough. 
Again, the reclassification of verb-stems does not 
seem good. The names usually given to the verb- 
stems are morphological merely; but they provide 
the readiest way of deriving the different forms of the 
verb from the index called "principal parts". Here a 
good working rule has been sacrificed for a nice 
disquisition. Nor is the radical rewording of certain 
common rules of grammar — those for some of the 
conditional sentences, for instance — an improvement. 

To be looking for flaws, however, in so excellent a 
book and one which is likely to help so much in reviv- 
ing an interest in the study of Greek is ungracious. 
The best criticism of the book will be the verdict 
of those that use it with classes. May we have some 
opinions from these, especially from School teachers? 
At first glance the book seems rather difficult for school- 
boys and schoolgirls. 

Professor Allen assumes that the teacher of Greek, 
even of the elements of Greek, will be something of a 
scholar. This is well. 

John Ira Bennett. 
Union College. 



